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SHE CAME TO HERSELF 
(i: upon a time a man and his wife, 


feeling a spiritual need, started to 
Chuirct On the way the wife said to 


Life’s Race n y 
" . the husband, ‘‘I suppose we’ll have to 
Sane cen have something for ihe collection. Don’t 
Came To Herself 2 see why they always have to take a col- 
Wm. R. Siegart lection. They always want money. The 
smallest I’ve got is a dollar bill. Do you 
Church Methods 8 have any change?’’ ‘‘Well,’’ her husband 
Conminiontsenvice said after he had reached into his pocket, 
Palm Sunday Service “I see i’ve got a nickel and adime. Should 
Good Friday Service have two nic les, but J suppose we’ll have 

Good Friday (Children) to use the dime, too. 
Easter Dawn Service They didn’t come to Church a often, 
Easter Morning Service so they sat in a rear pew. Some distrac- 
Fund Raising, Nygaard tions and hot radiators prevented them 
from paying close attention to worship. So 
Sermons 12 by the time the ushers began to receive 
ete te the offering, they were dozing. But even 
George L. Greene thus they could see the usher coming with 
i the offering plate. The two coins were 
Communion Meditation soon in their ands. 

Claude Richmond As the usher approached them, the wife 
The Cross Baas her husband a nudge to awaken him, 

Walter |. Whitney he reached to place the coin on the of- * 
fering plate. But as she looked it was not 

The Footfall the plate at all which she saw. It was a ~ 
J. 1. Jones nail-pierced hand waiting to receive her 
Ill : gift. She lifted her eyes and saw, not the 
ustrations, Harkey 20 usher’s face, but a face of infinite ten- 
Book Reviews 22 deine whose brow wore a crown of 
- thorns. 

Topical Index 25 She came to herself with a start. Even | 

Where to Buy 26 though dozing, the prayers,the music, the © 
sermon -- all had impressed her subcon - 
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scious. Now for the first time in her life 
she realized that she was not giving to 
the church officers, or to the pastor, or to 
any specific cause. She was bringing an 
offering to Christ, the Son of God, the 
Savior of the world. 


--William R. Siegart 
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4140 W. Chicago Ave. 745 E. Pico Blvd. 
Flame-Tested Church Candles for Every Need 


In Candles particularly — 


YOU ECONOMIZE WHEN 


YOU BUY THE BEST! 


Yes, when it comes to choosing Church 
Candles, quality is indeed your best buy. 
Quality is your protection against costly 
defects and imperfections. And quality is 
your assurance that every candle you buy 
is usable, dependable and right for every 
occasion. 


That’s why you actually save when you 
specify Emkay. For Emkay guarantees all 
its candles all ways... guarantees their 
size, shape, color and burning quality... 
guarantees them against all defects and 
irregularities . . . in short, guarantees them 
to be as perfect a symbol as a candle can be. 
Write for prices and complete information. 


Candles 


SYRACUSE 1, N.Y 
A Division. of 
MUENCH-KREUZER 
CANDLE CO., INC. 
CHICAGO LOS ANGELES 
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NEW CATALOG! 


Send now for your free copy 
of Emkay’s 1957 catalog de- 
scribing the complete line of 
Church candles and 
Accessories available 
from one reliable 

source — Emkay. 
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THE MESSAGE OF 


LOUIS J. KOVAR 


HE HERALDS of Jesus, the voices of 
angelic choirs, in a thousand tongues, 
in a million ways, are retelling the glo- 
uS message of Easter: “Jesus Christ is 
en today.”’ The victorious account of 
ster girds the earth! From the mountains 
id from the seas, from the hills and from 
ce plains the hallowed story is pervading 
ur planet. It is Easter in Rome and behind 
ee iron curtain in Moscow. It is Easter in 
endon and in Madrid. It is Easter in strife- 
den Jerusalem and over-crowded Tokyo. 
is Easter in the frozen tundra of the Arc- 
ce and the ice-bound crags of the Antarctic. 
is Easter in the highlands of Tibet and in 
ar-away Australia. It is Easter in jungled 
frica, in equatorial South America, in war- 
»tn Europe, in segregated Asia; it is Easter 
, America! It is Easter in every continent, 


-all the world. 


Songs of men and angels say, 
Jesus Christ is risen today! 


WHEREFORE HOPE? 


Since the dawn of the human race the hope 
{ immortality has been an eternal day- 

ing in the hearts of men. Men do not want 
> die. Every race and every age of man has 
aanifested this hope! Scan the pages of the 
bld Testament. How revealing and how pro- 
etic are the words of Job: 


‘For I know that my Redeemer lives, 

and at last he will stand upon the earth; 

And after my skin has been destroyed, 
without my flesh I shall see God.” 


salm 16:10. Delve into the remote relig- 
s of savagery and witchcraft. Watch the 
igans of Africa bury their dead facing the 
st that they might be awakened by the 
tise of the future life. Marvel at the 


entral Presbyterian Church 
t. Paul 2, Minnesota 


anuary, 1957 


Easter 


preparation which the early American I[ndi- 
an made for the Happy Hunting Ground! 
Peer into the Egyptian tombs to see the 
food and paraphernalia to be used by the 
Pharaohs in the future kingdom. Ponder the 
writings of Macchabeus and Josephus as 
they refer to life after death. Reflect with 
the Greek philosophers in their specula- 
tion upon life beyond the grave. Whensoc- 
rates was about to die, he gathered his 
friends and students about him and en- 
couraged them in the doctrine of immortal- 
ity. Feel the rhythmic pulse of nature as she 
gives birth to new life in the springtime: 
the shooting grass, the budding tree, the 
regular return of the bird and the bee, 


“The secret murmur of the soul 
Tells of the world to be, 
As travelers hear the billows roll 
Before they reach the sea.”’ 


Dr. Martineau expertly observed: “‘We do 
not believe in immortality because we can 
prove it, but we try to prove it because we 
cannot help believing it.’? But before the 
advent of Jesus Christ man had no proof to 
substantiate his eternal aspirations. His 
desire was a mere theory, a doctrine of 
theology, a yearning for victory over death. 


Il. JESUS CHRIST IS RISEN TODAY! 


Then early one morning, as it began to 
dawn nineteen centuries ago, Mary Magda- 
lene and the other women hastened to the 
tomb to express their love for the Master, 
who had been crucified and buried. They 
bore spices to anoint His body-‘And behold, 
there was a great earthquake; for an angel 
of the Lord descended from heaven and came 
and rolled back the stone, and sat upon it. 
His appearance was like lightning, and his 
raiment white as snow. And for fear of him 
the guards trembled and became like dead 
men. But the angel said to the women, "Do 
not be afraid; for I know that you seek Je- 
sus who was crucified. He is not here; for 
he is risen, as he said. Come, see the place 
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where he lay. ‘Then go quickly and tell his 
disciples that he has risen from the dead, 
and behold, he is going before you to Gali- 
lee; there you will find him. Lo, I have 
told you.” So they departed quickly from the 
tomb with fear and great joy, and ran to tell 
his disciples. And behold, Jesus met them 
and said, ‘Hail!’ And they came up and took 
hold of his feet and worshipped him. Then 
Jesus said to them, ‘Do not be afraid; go 
and tell my brethren to go to Galilee, and 
there they will see me.’’’-Matthew 28:2-10. 


And it came to pass that Jesus, the risen 
Lord, made five separate personal appear- 
ances to different groups of people on that 
first Easter day. fr subsequent days the 
Saviour, whom death could not hold in the 
grave, made several appearances to con- 
vince the disciples and others that he was 
alive. As many as five hundred people saw 
Him on one occasion. They talked with Je- 
sus; they walked and reasoned with the 
Master; they ate with Him; they saw and 
felt the scars of the risen Lord who had 
been crucified, dead, and buried. It was not 
easy to believe the report but they verified 
the truth of His resurrection. 

We shall always be grateful for doubt- 
ing Thomas who boldly challenged the re- 
port: “‘Unless I see in his hands the print 
of the nails, and place my finger in the 
mark of the nails, and place my hand in 
his side, I will not believe.’’-John 20:25. 
Kight days later Jesus met the demand. 
While the disciples were assembled in the 
upper room the Lord appeared in their midst; 
and with the other disciples as witnesses 
Jesus said to the doubter, ‘“Thomas, put 
out your hand, and place it in my side; do 
not be faithless, but believing.”- John 20: 
27. Then Thomas as, convinced by a pro- 
found discovery, the resurrection of Jesus 
Christ, made one of the greatest confes- 
sions in history: ‘‘My Lord and my God!” 
And this mighty avowal drew a marvelous 
promise from the lips of our Saviour:‘‘Thom- 
as, have you believed because you have 
seen me? Blessed are those who have not 
seen and yet have believed.’’-John 20:29. 
Those who saw the Lord were able to say 
“He is risen, indeed.’”? They saw the first 
fruit of them that slept. The cherished de- 
sire of the human heart was no longer a mere 
speculation, it was a historic reality; an 
now the blessed promise belongs to all 
‘‘who have not seen and yet believe.” 


The blessing comes to us as we proclaim 
the eternal truth: ‘‘He is not dead! He is 
risen!’’ But here is the magnanimous prom- 
ise: ‘Because I live, ye will live also... 
I am the resurrection and life; he who be- 
lieves in me, though he die, yet shall he 
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live; and whoever lives and believes in me 
shall never die.’’--John 11:25-26. Thus Je- 
sus Christ pushed aside the invisible wall 
of mystery and He opened the door of life 
eternal to all who will believe in Him. 


The glorious message of Easter brings us 
renewed assurance, on this happy morn,- 
--that physical death is not the end of life, - 
but rather the beginning of a higher and bet- 
ter life, a life from which the limitations 
of the earth and human flesh are removed. 
Like the Apostle Paul, we, too, can chal- 
lenge the claims of death, ‘‘O death, where > 
is thy victory?O death, where is thy sting?”’ 
And when our summons comes to join that 
‘¢innumerable caravan,’’ which leads through 
the silent halls of death, by faith we shall 
live with God! Our present hope and doc- 
trine will become a living experience in the 
mansions of eternal life. | 

So today we join the sacred throng 

To proclaim the jubilant song: 

Songs of men and angels say 

Jesus Christ is risen today! 

‘*Thanks be to God who gives us the vic- — 
tory through our Lord Jesus Christ.” --- 

1 Corinthians 15:57. 


WE MUST BE AND DO ' 
Text: Matt. 16:13-17; Luke 22:66-70 | 

Christianity is the only religion which is © 
not negative; which always gives you some- 
thing you must be or do. I had rather be a 
member of a Christian Church than have — 
any other honor in the world, 

--Wm. Lyon Phelps. 


THE COVER ILLUSTRATION \ 


The proposed new First Baptist Church, 
the Rev. Robert H. Emmons, Pastor, is to | 
be erected on a site in Porterville Road, | 
about one mile from the village line of East | 
Aurora. | 


The wings of the church school will not 
be added in the initial construction, expect- 
ed to begin about April Ist, with occupancy 
hoped for by January 1, 1958, Estimated cost 
of the first unit construction will approxi- 4 
mate $185,000. | 

Plans for the new edifice, Shelgren and | 
Whitman, Buffalo, N. Y., architects, will 
include a sanctuary, with seating capacity | 
of 360; a new modern kitchen and fellow- 
ship hall facilities; plus church school- | 
class-room space for about 300. The Church - 
owns 7-acres in the new site, thus provid- | 
ing ample space for off-street parking, and 
further expansion. ; 


TRAIN FOR 
LIFE’S RACE! 


C. IRVING BENSON 


ETALS of praise have been showered 
like snowstorms on the organisers of 
.. the Olympic festival. They richly de- 
serve it and so does the Olympic choir whose 
linging climaxed the spectacle of a life- 
ime. 


A hundred thousand eager,excited people 
m the sunshine! As I looked round the cloud 
if faces at the opening of the Olympic Fes- 
‘val I recalled one of the greatest imagina- 
yve passages in the Bible: "Wherefore see- 
2g we also are compassed about with so 
rreat a cloud of witnesses let us lay aside 
ywuery weight, and the sin which doth so 
jasily beset us and run with patience the 
wee that is set before us.”’ 


The writer pictures to our imagination the 
rreek Stadium with an enormous crowd gath- 
red to watch the athletic contests—tier 
on tier of bright faces glowing in the 
eediterranean sunlight like a luminous 
coud, 

The Christian, he suggests, is an ath- 
tte in the arena of life and he is being 
patched not only by the crowd he sees as 
cloud but by the mighty host within the 
-2il whose race is run. 

The athlete with eager face, muscles like 
hipcord, is the very picture of purpose! 
hristianity, rightly understood, is not a 

othing syrup but a fanfare calling men 

d women to a life which by its very in- 

ensity unifies personality, gathers up all 
neir gifts and powers into one united pur- 
OSE. 
The Christian life is not a picnic, not 
ramble. If you would understand the pur- 
sosiveness of the Christian way, then think 
Mf it as a race and see yourself as anath- 
te! 

When he stands at the starting line, alert 

or the signal, he has brought himself to 
serfect condition--pure blood coursing 
arough his veins, his nerves tense, mus- 
lles strong and elastic, all his energies 
mder contrel ready to respond instantly to 
wwery impulse of the guiding brain. 
The Christian life is like that, say the 
jters of the New Testament. It calls for 
ncentrated purpose, strenuous intensity, 
arnest effort. 

And this brings me to what for me was the 


elbourne Herald, Melbourne, Australia 


ary, 1957 


focal point of the emotion and inspiration of 
the opening ceremony - the Hallelujah Chorus. 

After the colorful cavalcade of athletes of 
67-Nations with their flags had paraded round 
the arena and the arrival of the Olympic 
torch and the flag-bearers clustered in semi - 
circle while John Landy took the Oath for 
all the contestants, then the white choir of 
1200 lifted up their voices in the Hallelujah 
Chorus, It was soul-stirring in its sheer mag- 
nificance, There were tears in many eyes. 


The choristers were keyed up to the high- 
est pitch of enthusiasm and the rapture of 
their unrestrained singing; fervor and exal- 
tation of spirit seemed to be transmitted by 
telepathic influence to the whole assembly 
transporting us all on to a higher plane at 
the stupendous outburst of ‘“‘Hallelujah.”’ 


Well might a King of England at the first 
performance of it at Covent Garden rise to 
his feet spontaneously and the audience - 
with him as the Hallelujahs pealed for the 
ecstatic adoration and praise. Happily this 
example and act of reverence has become 
general and was worthily followed at the 
memorable Olympic opening. 

The thrilling opening of the chorus was 
maintained to the end.The massive phrase 
“‘The Lord God Omnipotent reigneth’? was 
most impressive repeated and surrounded by 
the fervently ejaculated ‘“‘Hallelujahs.” 

The enthralling, holy calm of the phrase 
“‘The Kingdom of this world’’changed to 
exultation as the voices thundered out “‘is 
become the Kingdom of our Lord and of His 
Christ.’ 

Thence the chorus gathered ever increas- 
ing— power as it vociferated the grand cli- 
max ot the Christian faith: “‘He shall reign 
for ever and ever.”’ The reiterated “‘Hallelu- 
jahs’? became enthralling; while the final 
peroration of “King of Kings and Lord of 
Lords.”’ ‘‘Hallelujah! Hallelujah!” was --- 
truly glorious. 

My heart within me said ‘‘Amen.”’ So be 
it. So may the day come for which we yearn 
and wrestle and pray when the Kingdom of 
the world shall become the Kingdom of our 
Lord and His Christ and He shall reign for 
ever and ever. 

There is no other way in which the fam- 
ily of nations can live together. 

kk KKK 


HANDEL’S MESSIAH 


When the premiere of Handel’s Messiah 
was given in London, King George II was 
present. He was so moved by the Hallelu- 
jah Chorus that he rose and remained stand- 
ing until its conclusion. Since that time 
it has been the custom for the audience 
to stand during the singing this inspiring 
chorus. 


ee 
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THE CHURCH 
AT WORK 


The Upper Room 
A Communion Service 


“Tt had been our custom for some time,” 
writes the Rev. Gordon W. Mattice, Westmin- 
ster Church, Rochester, N. Y., “‘to have a Palm 
Sunday Communion Service for our young peo- 
ple, and then we decided to plan the service in 
a different manner.” 

He continues: ‘We decided to observe the 
occasion as the hour of institution in the Upper 
Room. The group decided on meeting in a 
room decorated with palms and the central 
point of interest was an illuminated picture of 
the Last Supper. This part of the service was 
the Preparatory Service. A short meditation 
based on the picture was given, the various ele- 
ments being pointed out. 

“Then the group entered the Upper Room. 
The tables were arranged in the form of a 
cross, covered with white cloths, with candles 
for illumination. As the group entered, they 
took seats around the table. Familiar hymns of 
the Cross were played on the violin and piano. 
Each communicant served himself. Pitchers 
of wine were on the tables, as well as un- 
leavened bread. (This may be secured from a 
Jewish grocery.) The only words spoken were 
those of Scripture, as outlined in the formal 
program. At the conclusion, the first verse of 
‘O Master, Let Me Walk with Thee. .. .’ was 
sung, and the benediction pronounced. The 
group left the Upper Room silently. 

“This was one of the most impressive ser- 
vices our young people attended. Many spoke 
of it later, saying that it made the communion 
service much richer for them, giving it greater 
significance to them. 

Here follows the actual service of prepara- 
tion, as given in the formal bulletin, printed 
for the occasion: 
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The Service of Preparation 

The Prelude . 

Hymn: ‘My faith looks up to The 
(printed on back page) 

Prayer 

The Direction of Thought (Meditation bas 
on picture of Last Supper) 

Silent prayer, during which time we sh 
ask that HE has prepared our hearts a 
minds for the Sacrament. . 

To the Upper Room (Group goes silen 
from first room to Upper Room) ] 

The Communion of which we are about 
partake is kept as simple as possible— 
simple as the First Supper. 

In order,that this may mean as much to 
as it meant to those who first partook of 
you will approach it as they did, silen 
prayerfully, thoughtfully, and reverent} 


The Procedure 

1. This will be a sslent service, the 
words being spoken being those of Scripty 
(Printed on page two of the formal bulle! 
and reproduced below) t 

2. The Large Chair is symbolic of the 
ence of the Host. | 

3. You will serve yourself as the Bread | 
Wine are passed to you by your neighbor gu 

4. The conclusion of the service will be 
singing of the first stanza of ““O Master, | 
Me Walk With Thee.” We shall sin 
without musical accompaniment and wit 
the printed words. Guests will furnish thi 
selves with the words during the servic 
preparation. You will then remain in s 
prayer, until dismissed, when guests will lk 
the room silently. 
Words from the Scriptures 

“And the first day of unleavened bread 
his disciples said unto him, where wilt ¢ 


it we go and prepare that thou mayest eat ? 
“And he sendeth forth two of his disciples, 
saith unto them, Go ye into the city . . . to 
yarge upper room furnished and prepared ate 
tere make ready for us. 

“And his disciples went forth, and made 
dy. And... he cometh with the twelve. 
“And, . . . Jesus took bread, and blessed, 
brake it and gave to them, he said, Take, 
:: this is my body. 

“And he took the cup, and when he had 
ren thanks, he gave it to them: and they all 
unk of it. 
“And he said unto them, This is my blood 
ithe new testament, which is shed for many. 


“And when they had sung an hymn, they 
rnt out into the mount of Olives.”’ 


The Palm Sunday Scene 


"gan: “'Hosannah’’—Fazlks. 

mvocation: “O send out thy light and thy 
; let them Jead me; let them bring me 
b> thy holy hill, and to thy tabernacles.” 
Tym: “Jesus, Saviour, Son of God.” 

44, responsively. 

“Ride on! Ride on in Majesty.” 

- Psalm 47. Matt. 21: 1-11. 


sesus was a strange man, set apart from all others. 
ne Palm Sunday scene, we see him as one who 
Nsined reverence for the past with belief in the 
we. He came riding into the city on “a colt the 
of an ass” that prophecy might be fulfilled, 
ying himself in every way possible with Israel's 
ory, yet looking into the future, confident of 
pry. 
vi the city was moved.” Many have the power to 
be a certain section of a populace; none to stir the 
ile, except by something which has reference to 
ser relations of soul, conscience, salvation. Jesus 
ed “all the city’ through his bearing, moral 
=sty, divine insight and compassion. None save 
dreamer and earth shaker, has so moved man- 
J, — yes, on His way to the cross, but. as no other 
Hheld to the central purpose of His life, to draw 
-men to Him, to win salvation for all men.— 
tel Russell, in “Devotions for Men.” 


dymn: “We Sing the Praise of Him. . . 
Prayer: (For steadfastness in purpose, to 


+4 out His will for ourselves, our com- 
jyaity, our Nation.) 7 
itymn: “Jesus, Saviour, Son of God. 
Benediction. 

LIrgan: “Jubilate Deo” —Sélver. 


eal 


% 
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x00d Friday Service 


A community service conducted at Maiden 


Methodist 


from 
6:25 
6:30 


6:38 


Church, Maiden, 
6:30 to 9 P.M.: 

Piano Prelude 

Hymn No. 135: ‘There Is a Green Hill 
Far Away’”’ 


North Carolina, 


Responsive Reading 

Prayer 

Scripture Lesson: Matt. 
Luke 23:32-38 

FIRST WORD: “Learn of Jesus How 
to Forgive’ 

“Father forgive them for they know not 
what they do.” Luke 23:34 

Hymn No. 204: ‘Rock of Ages Cleft 
For Me’ 

Responsive Reading 

Special Music: “Sweet the Moments’’— 
Methodist Church 


Scripture Lesson: Luke 23:39-43 


SECOND WORD: “Learn of Jesus 
How to Comfort’’—Rev. J. S. Hiatt 

“Today thou shalt be with me in para- 
dise.” Luke 23:43. 

Hymn No. 319: “O Love that Wilt not 
Let Me Go” 

Scripture Lesson: John 19:25-27 

THIRD WORD: “Learn of Jesus How 
to Care” 

“Woman, behold thy son—Behold thy 
mother.” John 19:26-27 

Hymn No. 166: ‘Hail Thou Once De- 
spised Jesus”’ 

Scripture Lesson: Matt. 27:45-49 

Special Music: “When I Survey the 
Wondrous Cross’ —Reformed Church 

FOURTH WORD: “Learn of Jesus 
How to Love’ 

“My God, My God why hast thou for- 
saken me?’’ Matt 27:46 

Silent Prayer 

Hymn No. 142: 
Saviour Bleed” 

Responsive Reading 

Scripture Lesson: John 19:28-30 

FIFTH WORD: ‘Learn of Jesus How 
to Suffer’’ 

“T thirst.’—John 19:28 
Hymn No. 274: “In the Hour of Trial” 


2H] 133-3)15 


“Alas, and Did My 


Page 9 


8:19 
8:21 


8:54 


8:59 


Responsive Reading 

SIXTH WORD: Learn of Jesus How 
to Work” 
“It is finished.” John 19:30 


Hymn No. 261: Jesus, I My Cross Have 
Taken” 


Prayer 

Special Music: ‘Calvary’ — Baptist 
Church 

Scripture Lesson: Luke 23:44-46 

SEVENTH WORD: “Learn of Jesus 


How to Die” 

“Father into thy hands I commend my 
Spit.” Luke 23:46 

Hymn No. 144: ‘Beneath the Cross of 
Jesus” 


Silence 


Children’s Good Friday Service 


(This Good Friday service was planned by 
the Pastor and staff of the Sunday School of 
Westminster Presbyterian Church, Rochester, 
New York, in cooperation with children se- 
lected to take part in the service.) 

Prelude 

Call to Worship 

Processional Hymn: “I think when I read that 
sweet story of old...” 

Invocation and Lord’s Prayer 

Scripture 

Anthem: ‘Open Mine Eyes That I May See’’ 

An Interpretation of “The Saviour’s Seven Last 
Words” 


ile 


2 


Forgiveness—' Father, forgive them.” 

Duet—"‘If I have Wounded Any Souls 
Today.” 

Thoughtfulness — ‘With Me in Para- 
dise.”’ 


Hymn: “O Master, Let Me Walk With 


Thee.” 
3. Love of Parents—''Behold Thy Son.” 
Duet—''There is Beauty All Around.” 
4, Need for God—''My God, My God .. .” 
Hymn—"'l Need Thee Every Hour.” 
5. Thirst for God—"! Thirst.” 
Poem—''I Heard the Voice of Jesus.” 
6 Thoroughness—-"It is Finished.” 
Hymn—''O Zion, haste... .” 
7. Trust in God—‘Into Thy Hands.” 
Hymn—"I Would be True...” 
A Summary 
Benediction 
Postlude 
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Service for Easter Dawn 


Preparation for this service is made int 
vance with the co-operation of various gre 
organizations within the membership, and [} 
senior and junior choirs. Organ plays sj 
while worshippers are gathering. } 

Worshippers will present themselves at 
church at a specific hour, while candles are §), 
plied to every person. Boy or Girl Scouts 4 
be assigned the privilege of lighting } 
candles as the worshippers leave the chi 
for the open-air service, or if held in the chu 
and gathered by assignment during the serv, 


Service 

Prelude: “At Sunrise’’—Diggle. ! 
Invocation: “Bless the Lord, O my soul} 
Lord my God, Thou art very great; Thou} 
clothed with honour and majesty. Who cove 
Thyself with light as with a garment: ¥ 
stretchest out the heavens like a curtay 
(Psalm 194:1-2.) | 
Hymn: “Father, All Glorious .. .” | 
Scripture: Zech. 11:1-13. Mark 9:1} 
John 12:20-40. i 
Hymn: “O Thou Fount of Every Hope} 
Solo: “Lord’s. Prayer.” | 
Scripture: I John 1:5-7; John 1% 
Eph. 1:18. | 
Hymn: “Christ, the Lord, is Risen Todg 


Pastor: Dearly Beloved, we are come togethe} 
this hour of grace, and in the Name of the 
Christ, to worship Him who made the promis 
Salvation to all who would believe and folloy 
His steps. By the light of God’s eternal love, 
are permitted to dwell on the scenes of the r 
rection described in the Holy Bible as they 
enacted on that early Easter Dawn near 20 
turies ago. We see simple, ordinary men and we 
like ourselves, leaving the simple chores of | 
for a time, in order to leafn what more coul 
done for their beloved Master, whose body had bj 
placed in a grave in the garden at the close of | 
drama on the hill of Calvary. 

A great and seemingly impossible event had tal 
place in the garden, the Resurrection of ] 
Christ, and these simple men and women, 
ourselves, found it difficult to understand. 1) 
hesitated to accept the announcement made by’ 
angel at the open tomb; they asked to be sh 
where his body had been taken. Only when | 
Master spoke the familiar word, in the familiar 
loved voice, did they accept the fact that the t¢ 
was empty because the Master was again pr 
among those He loved. They did not ask f« 
explanation; they heard Him call their names 
they accepted His Presence among them as a 
They hastened forth to make known their wi 
ful discovery to all His faithful followers, 
the great and most important event in the h 
of the world has come down to us. 

In the Royal Academy of London many 
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red upon Dore’s painting, “Vale of Tears.” 
re is a deep valley in which the world is gath- 
king and conqueror, humble and poor, well and 
tted, they are all there. A beautiful light rarer 
sun has ever known floods the valley with a 
_as from the throne of God! In very truth 
ight is celestial, for at the head of the valley 
iss the Risen Christ, and all the light of the 
te shines forth from Him. The world is at His 


eg is a picture of the redemption of the 


a measure, mankind has witnessed the actual 
cding of this redemption scene through the past 
feen centuries. We here this morning hour are 
tt of that unfolding scene. As we go along 
_way from this hour of grace and worship, let 
witness without ceasing to the redemptive love 
resus Christ, Saviour of those who choose to 
in His way.—(Biederwolf) 
pymn: “My Faith Looks Up to Thee. . .” 
peading: Matt. 28:1-20. 
pymn: “Jesus, Saviour, Son of God.” 
psoir: “Christ the Lord”—Day. 
ayer: (For grace to accept every duty in 
is an assignment to fulfill the will of God; 
jivilege to worship Him in deed and in 
=, whether we wash dishes, grind valves, 
reach sermons. Every deed, thought and 
e, if done in God's name, will glow with 
eal light.) 


ster Sunday Morning 


Worship Service 
Now is Christ risen from the dead and be- 
2 the first fruits of them that slept.” 

‘Let all things seen and unseen 

‘Their notes of gladness blend, 

For Christ the Lord that risen, 
‘Our joy that hath no end.” 
an Meditation— 

“My Heart Ever Faithful’—Bach 

“He Shall Feed His Flock’’—Handel 
“Mt. Rubideaux’’—Ganl 
Call to Worship 
al Introit—-‘God So Loved the World” — 
Eville 
2ssional Hymn—No. 163, ‘Jesus Christ is 
(Risen Today.” 
Mifirmation of Faith—The Apostles’ Creed 
, standing) 
wr of Invocation and Lord’s Prayer 
pem—'We Will Be Merry’ —Marryott 
rng of the Easter Scripture 
we Concerto—Air’’—Opus 28—Goldmark 
sing Prayer. Choral Response. 


nuary, 1957 


Talk to Boys and Girls 

Recessional Hymn—162, ‘The Day of Resur- 
rection!”’ 

Offertorium for Violoncello—' Adagio’ —Bach- 
Siloti 

The Sermon—'The Miracle of the Opened 
Grave” 

Easter Solo——‘Hosanna’’—Granier 

Prayer and Benediction 

Benediction Response—'‘The Lord Bless You 
and Keep You’’—Lutkin 

Organ Postlude — “Hallelujah Chorus’ — 
Handel 


Prayer 


Father, I scarcely dare to pray, 
So clear I see, now it is done, 
That I have wasted half my day, 
And left my work but just begun. 


So clear I see that things I thought 
Were right or harmless were a 


sin; 
So clear I see that I have sought, 
Unconscious, selfish aims to win. 


So clear I see that I have hurt 
The souls I might have helped to 


save; 

That I have slothful been, inert, 

Deaf to the calls Thy leaders 
gave. 


In outskirts of Thy kingdom vast, 
Father, the humblest spot give me; 

Set me the lowliest task Thou hast; 
Let me, repentant, work for Thee! 


CHURCH FUND RAISING 
Norman E. Nygaard, D. D. 


For information which will belp you in cone 
sidering or planning your Fund-Raising Cam- 


~ paign, fill in and mail the coupon below. No 


obligation. 


Dr. Norman E. Nygaard 
The Expositor, Box 81, East Aurora, N. Y. 


Please send me _ information regarding 
your Church Fund Raising Campaigns 


Name 


Address 


City or Town 


Denomination State 
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SER M0 


THE POWER OF 
THE 


RESURRECTION 


GEORGE L. GREENE 
| N MY library I have a copy of one of 


the most famous and revealing letters 

that has ever been written. It was sent 
by Pliny, a Roman official, to the capitol 
of the empire asking for advice some 80- 
years after the death of Christ. Pliny was 
almost beside himself for he did not know 
what to do with a group of people who in 
derision were called Christians. They were 
peaceable enough and seemed to be harm- 
less but they absolutely refused to worship 
the Emperor. Pliny said that he tried to co- 
erce them, he had threatened them, and even 
used a little torture, but all to no avail. It 
is interesting to note that in the letter he 
gave a word by word account of these Chris- 
tians brought before a magistrate. 


Magistrate-‘‘I will banish you.’’ Chris- 
tian-“‘You cannot for my life is hid with 
Christ in God.’? Magistrate-‘‘] will take 
away your treasure.’’ Christian-‘‘You can- 
not, for my treasure is in heaven.’’ Magis- 
trate-‘‘I will drive you away from man and 
you shall have no friend left.’’ Christian- 
**You cannot, for I have a friend from whom 
you cannot separate me.”’ 


It is little wonder that this Roman offi- 
cial became so upset! How can you frighten 
people who refuse to be frightened; how do 
you threaten people whose safety is be- 
Park Ridge Community Chureh 
Park Ridge, Illinois 
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yond the reach of the strongest secret po- 
lice; how can you break these people to 
your will when they are under the will of 
God? The strange thing about these people 
called Christian is that they were not only 
enthusiastic in this life, but they were just 
as enthusiastic and even joyful in facing 
death. Evidently they took Paul’s word lit- — 
erally when in writing to the Ephesians — 
he instructed them to take on the whole ar- — 
mor of God so “‘that you will be able to 
withstand in the evil day, and having done 
all to stand.’’ It was the Power of the Resur- 
rection that gave them the courage to stand _ 
during the days of tribulation, anxiety, mis- 
ery, ordeal, shock and finally death; it is 
the same Power that can give us courage 
in our day. 


In spite of what some of my fellow clergy- — 
men have said the cameras and actors of — 
Hollywood have been able to capture some ~ 
of the courage, the hope, and the enthusi- — 
asm of the early Christians. Some have ac- © 
cused me of not being a good judge of films; — 
nevertheless, I still believe the picture- 
Quo Vadis in several Scenes portrayed in 
a remarkable way the unbelievable cour- — 
age and spiritual strength of these early 
Christians. The scene that I shall never — 
forget is that concerning one of the most } 
despicable characters of all history, the } 
Emperor Nero, who ruled from 27 to 68 A.D. | 
While Seneca and Burrus were his counsel- | 
lors things were half way decent in his _ 
realm. But when these two dropped out of — 
the scene the whole Empire seemed to fall 
apart. Nero, who was afraid that his wife~ 
and mother were scheming to take his throne, 
had them murdered. Then in an effort to-= | 
turn the eyes of the people from the unmiti- 
gated evil all about them--he began to in- 
dulge in religious persecution. This is an_ 
age old trick that seems to work generation | 
after generation. So it was that after the 
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purning of Rome, which many believe was 
set by Nero, the government turned the 
vrath of the people, caused by corruption 
md misery, upon asmall group of what seem- 
sd to be defenseless people named Chris- 
ians. This began the first all out, concen- 
rated persecution of the Church. The movie 
Nuo Vadis brought out the amazing and 
tunnung spirit of the people when they 
paced death in the arena. Nero was in the 
tands to enjoy the sufferings of others. 
tut what this evil and repulsive man saw 
wed sour his enjoyment; for as the lions 
ore down on the helpless people on the 
soor of the arena they, of all things, be- 
man to sing! The songs of praise echoed 
md re-echoed in that vast stadium. The 
llmighty Nero shouted out for them to stop 
linging. He ordered his soldiers, the might 
ff the empire, to stop the singing! But how 
pan you stop people from singing when they 
re about to die? The singing in the face 
ff death was beyond the comprehension of 
cero and the pagan world. They could not 
derstand how people could possibly be 
pappy in the face of death. Later that even- 
ig Nero’s curiousity got the better of him, 
with a few attendants he went to the 
rena and looked at what was left of the 
bodies; then in almost hysteria he cried, 
‘They are smiling, they are smiling!”’ 


We know the answer that the startled Nero 
hould not comprehend. Paul expressed it 
he wrote to the Phillipians, ‘“That I may 
mow Him and the power of the resurrec- 
on.”” This power of the resurrection gave 
nese people the assurance that they were 
ving now in eternity. They were absolute- 
7 sure that they were a part of eternal life, 
aat time is an item that extends beyond the 
rave. This deep abiding faith, this Easter 
huth, gave to our Christian forefathersa 
amic religion. It gave them power which 
en the Empire could not crush. 


— 


This power of the resurrection gave to 
aese people struggling ‘on the floor of the 
rena, and can give to us as we struggle in 
r everyday lives a precious item called 
hope. This item in the business of living 
md what it can do for you I have experi- 
iced at first hand this past year. Soon af- 
wr Easter of last year, I experienced an 
lIness that put me in the hospital and fi- 
ally sent me to Florida to recuperate. When 
Ime is struck down in the midst of your best 
ays, and then realize that a year will be 
scessary to regain complete health, it is 
ard to take. It is all so very easy to lose 
ape and give up. Several years ago, when 
submarine on a trial run turned turtle and 
ink, the last message that was tapped out 
the men trapped on the bottom of the o- 
an was “Is there any hope?’’ That is al- 


7 


ways the pleading question of all ages, “Is 
there any Hope?’’ As long as there is hope 
you can stand most anything; but where no 
hope is, life collapses. It becomes Sstag- 
nant, boring, dull without vision. It has lost 
vision. It has lost meaning. These early 
Christians had the hope of their own per- 
sonal resurrection, and this sustained them, 
so they could sing, as they were tortured. 
As Paul said to the people of Rome, ‘‘Re- 
joice in your hope, be patient in tribula- 
tion, be constant in prayer.” 


[he early Christian realized, and as we 
do today, that utter hopelessness is not 
part of our faith no matter under what flag- 
it may parade; no matter by whom it may be 
sponsored. Christian hope is not pollyanna, 
it is not based on the old cliche that ‘‘every 
day and in every way we are getting bet- 
ter and better.’’ It is not based on a do-it 
-yourself religion which is supposed to 
make us feel better if only we would over- 
look man’s sin and keep ‘‘a stiff upper lip,- 
old chap.’’ Real unmitigated discourage- 
ment comes about when we fondle such il- 
lusions. Collapse is inevitable when hope 
is based on some patent medicine and then 
the medicine doesn’t work. Christian hope 
enables a man to acknowledge his setbacks, 
his mistakes, his sins, but with Ged’s help 
starts again. It doesn’t take a great deal 
of brilliance to realize man’s terrible sins, 
his egocentricity that has wrecked the world 
and hasdestroyed countless millions of peo- 
ple. But it takes more than brilliance; it re- 
uires an utter faith, a hope in God that 
through Him, by His grace we are saved from 
ourselves. This—is the hope that rescues 
man. ‘‘Hope thou in God, for I shall yet 
praise Him.’’ No wonder the Christians ---- 
sang in the arena as they faced death! 


This power of the resurrection not only 
gives us hope but also an enthusiasm. Paul 
writing to the Romans said, ‘‘Maintain the 
spiritual glow!” In many ways this strange 
man, Paul, was writing to us; for all too 
often we fall prey to a sense of drudgery, 
dullness and lose all zest, all enthusiasm, ~ 
Doctors’ _offices, ministers’ studies, and 
hospitals are being filled with people who 
do not have organic trouble but have just 
come to their wit’s end,a blank wall, almost 
completely befuddled; they have lost the 
spiritual glow, Many preachers facing this 
overwhelming fact have practically turned 
their pulpits into a psychiatrist’s couch and 
have tried to pour some healing salve on 
the open sores. ; 25 vs 


Christ said that unless you ‘‘become like 
little children ye shall not enter the King- 
dom of Heaven.’’ Certainly one thing that 
children have in common is enthusiasm! 
People who have a house full of children 
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sometimes wish that they did not possess 

so much enthusiasm. We are to have enthu- 
siasm like little children but of course it 
is not expected that we have enthusiasms 
over the same things as a 6 or 10 year old. 
What gives adults enthusiasm is something 
far more fundamental, more important; it is 
tied up in these words ‘‘Power of the Res- 
urrection.”” The Power of the Resurrection 
gives life a complete meaning, It makes for 
victorious living in spite of set backs, re- 
versals and tragedy and sin. It is the Power 

of the Resurrection that puts a spring in 

our step, a joy in our hearts and fills us 

with enthusiasm and hope.This is what the 

early Christians preached with fervor; and 

as 1 John says, ‘‘And this is the testimony, 
that God gives us eternal life, and this is 

in His Son.’’And Paul shouts for all to hear, 

“‘Death is swallowed up in victory.”’ What 

soaring hopes, what deep abiding enthusi- 

asm this gives to the person who believes 

it and lives it! 


Our Christian fathers could sing in the 
arena for as Paul said ‘‘They knew Him 
and the power of the resurrection.’’ They 
were not afraid of life nor of death. Are we? 
That is a question that we face every day 
of our existence and much depends on how 
we answer it. 


SUPPER 
PREACHING 


A COMMUNION MEDITATION ON 
1 Corinthians 11:26 


CLAUDE RICHMOND 


Paul says you will. ‘‘As often as you 

eat this bread and drink this cup, you 
proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes.”’ 
The verb, kataggello, means to announce, 
proclaim, declare; so Paul supports the 
statement that the Lord’s Supper is an act- 
ed sermon! When you take communion, you 
preach a sermon without words, We declare 
Jesus’ death, but also that our lives are 
His: “I live, yet not I, Christ lives in me.” 


Wea you like to preach this service? 


Christian living, then, is more than moral 
or ethical conduct which we might achieve 
by good resolutions or by keeping the law. 
It goes beyond anything we can do or be 
ourselves, by ourselves or for ourselves. 
It is not our own life; it is Christ living 
in us, ‘‘For me to live is Christ.’’ Or as 
Jesus said, ‘‘you will know that | am in 
the Father, and you in me, and I in you.” 


es es De ea 
Major- Chaplain, Veterans Home, Calif. 
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This is the function of the Holy Spirit, the 
“contact man’’ of the Trinity in this age. 
The Old Testament shows something of His 
work, aS in Samson, who could do mighty} 
deeds when, and only when, ‘‘the Spirit of 
the Lord came mightily upon him.” But 
this was only temporary, and on a low levs 
el in the life of a servant of God whose 
life was hardly exemplary by Christian 
standards. The New Testament gives no 
formal doctrine of the Holy Spirit, as it is 
not a treatise on theology. But it records 
the lives of men who did deeds, accom- 
plished results, lived holy lives, which 
cannot be explained except by the Spirit 
being in them. 


Thus the Holy Spirit 1s the life of the 
church -- the universal church militant, 
the individual corporate congregation, and 
in the Christians individually. So the life 
of each is an inspired testimony, a witness 
for Christ, a proclamation. Asked if He were 
the Christ, Jesus replied, “I told yous: 
the works that I do in my Father’s name, 
they bear witness to me.”’ So the life we 
live as Christians bears witness for us, 
proclaims Christ! Especially is this procla 
mation made public in the Communion. For 
this is ‘‘a participation’’ in Christ. It also 
is a oneness with the church of all ages,: 


i : . 
the “communion of the saints.” 3 


Sacramental Preaching is the sacred word, 
and the incarnate Word, lived before the 
world. The Supper is more than a symbol 
It is more than a memorial. It is a sacra 
ment in which we participate with the cru 
cified, risen, coming Lord. Jesus is in t 
not by the elements being changed into body 
and blood, but by His spiritual presence i 
the church. The Supper is a sacrament, no 
in the sense of conferring grace in itsel 
but as being a vow, an oath, a re-committa 
of our lives united with Christ, Jesus said 
“‘This cup is the new testament (or cove 
nant) in my blood.’ By that last will we i 
herit. By that covenant we are in contrac 
relationship with God. 


Ch 


The Supper is a means of grace. We ‘‘ 
not under the law, but under grace.”? Un 
the old covenant God would direct His p 
ple by law, but this failed because of the 
weakness of the mortal lives. Now He d: 
rects the church by grace instead of lay 
this is effective because of the immo 
life in true Christians. At each convers 
Christ is born in the new member of 
body, the church. Christ lives by the Sp 
in him. So prayer is effective as ‘‘the S 
it himself intercedes..”’ And, ‘‘By 
you are saved...it is the gift of God.’ 
That gift, and the receiving of it we pre 
claim, preach in act, by making commun 
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» eating the bread, drinking the cup. 


‘This sacrament-sermon says we renew our 
wntract, and our contacts, our participation 
Christ! It is a participation like that of 
branch in the vine. This is the most 
wing proclamation man can make. No won- 
mr churches stress its importance and- 
their members to make communion regu- 
tly, some even having days of obligation. 
vr here is the secret of the life of a church, 
3 work through the centuries by which it 
ss accomplished so much in so many fields. 
s life is Christ’s life, renewed and reaf- 
emed by the sacrament. 


[This you preach when you take commun- 
a, participate in Him! 


‘OME DOWN 


‘ROM 
HE CROSS 


WALTER J. WHITNEY 


T ANY TIME of the year it is always 
a most engrossing mental exercise to 
stand, at least in your imagination,- 
the foot of the cross of Jesus Christ. 
nen while we are standing there to at- 
pt to see, to feel, to understand, as far 
. we are able, the actual emotions, feel- 
ss and reactions of that group who had 
thered for a last long look at the scene. 


‘The person who thus stands at the foot 
the cross is impressed with the multitude 
peoples who were on hand for the event. 

tictly, from one viewpoint, the whole event 

acted many who came only to join the 
easing number of onlookers. Many of us 
ay recall that it was not too long ago that 
newspapers told of the great crowds 

‘thering to witness a hanging. One also 

alls that mere mention of an execution, 

ww, bring many avid inquirers who follow 
se procedure from the beginning to the bit- 
rend. 


.As you read the various accounts of the 
sucifixion of Jesus,you are impressed with 
nat a crowd and with what kind of people 

re on hand for the death of Jesus, and 
vo malefactors who were to be executed 
the same time. 


First, there was the rag-tag from the city. 
ese had come up from the dark, dank back 


be Methodist Church 
lens Falls, New York 
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Streets and alleys; they came with festering 
sores of mind and body. They dragged them- 
selves to the scene of the cross as one 
great last reminder that here on the cross, 
for the first and only time, was to hang a 
man who had some love and compassion for 
them. They came to howl down his death 
cries so that they might lose their own sor- 
rows in his. 


It had been pretty generally conceded 
that this man on the center cross was, in 
danger of death-and for no good and suf- 
ficient cause! It was simply ‘‘expedient 
that one die for the many.”? Because ofhis 
very innocence and because they all were 
aware of it, they did but yell all the more 
loudly in order that they might convince 
themselves of the fact that they were not 
putting to death an innocent man. 


On hand at the foot of the cross were, of 
course, the powerful partners who had been 
separated for some time; the pharisees and 
the chief priests had now been drawn toge- 
ther in a common plot to rid their little world 
of this disturber of the peace. 


There were, of course, some pathetic fig- 
ures about the cross. We have much of them. 
No more pathetic portrait has ever been 
drawn than that of the faithful women who 
followed even to the cross and now came as 
close as the officers would allow. Certain- 
ly one cannot forget the figure of Mary, her 
sorrowing figure bending beneath the load 
of shame and humility that mark the end of 
the life of her son, Jesus. The onlooker 
feels himself kneeling with her and say- 
ing ‘‘Behold all ye that pass by, is there 
no sorrow like unto my sorrow?” 

We must not forget the disciples. Some 
of them were there. Some had fled. One was 
dying by his own hand. In darkened rooms 
some waited for the ending of their world. 
One, more bitter than the rest, wandered 
down by the side of the old familiar fish- 
ing haunts and felt a stab of pain for each 
moment of joy that he had known with his ~ 
Master, who now suffered upon a cross. 


A quick-look about discovers the figure 
of the Roman soldier who is on hand for the 
carrying out of the directive of death. He 
was, in one sense, but a robot obeying the 
orders of the man who was his commander, 
the Centurion. It was the Centurion’s job 
to see that the whole matter was carried 
out in a workmanlike and efficient-manner. 
He would eventually make his report to the 
powers that be and thus gain fame by mak- 
ing certain statements concerning his own 
belief as to the nature of the man who died 
upon the cross. 


To sum it all up, at the foot of the cross 
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were sceptics, lovers, the latter to the death, 
the ignorant, the stupid, the sadist, the 
diseased. All found their place at the foot- 
of the cross and all found that it held some- 
thing for each of them. Just as the cross of 
Christ is still surrounded by the multitude 
of humankind who have come with their scep- 
ticism, the ignorance, their stupidity, their 
disease, their love and belief, so the crowd 
still stands at the foot of the cross. 


Crowds are always an interesting study.- 
The group gathered about the cross was a 
most interesting one to study. Now some- 
where in this group, and who will ever know 
who that person was, the words suddenly 
came out of the dusty air and seemed to 
write themselves against the lowering sky 
that served as a background for the cross, 
The words have become immortal, for they 
have summed up man’s contempt for God. 
They have summed up man’s misunder- 
standing of the very reason for Jesus min- 
gling with us.The words were these: ‘‘Thou 
that destroyest the temple and buildest it 
in three days -- save thyself.”’ 


Here was, of course, direct reference to 
the statement that had been made at the 
trial of Jesus: 


“‘-for afterward came two and said -- 
This man said, I am able to destroy 
the temple of God and to build it in 
three days.” (Matt.26:60-61), 


Then it was that some bright genius, 
caught up by the hysteria of the moment, 
shouted out ‘“‘If thou art the son of God, 
come down from thy cross.’’ 


Just use your imagination for a moment. 
This being, doubtless, felt that he had said 
something rather unusual and highly intelli- 
gent as he uttered this challenge. If thou 
art the son of God, come down from thy 
cross and we will believe. He must have 
felt that his cup was filled to overflowing 
as he noted that the leaders took up his 
challenge and proceeded to shout out the 
same words that he had been shouting, “‘If 
thou be the Son of God, come down from thy 
cross and we will believe.” 


Here was the master joke of the ages! 
This nameless man must have, like acer- 
tain well-known Pharisee of whom Jesus 
spake, ‘‘Gone down to his house justified 
for he had his reward.” 


The same cry echoes down through the 
ages and is no longer the puny cry of one 
lone soul shouting his challenge to a man 
on a cross. It is the accumulated cry of 
the mass of living men of every age who 
have not grasped the truth and depth of the 
meaning of the cross. ‘‘Certainly, dear Sav- 
iour, you have only to come down from thy 
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cross and we will at once become your fol- 
lowers. Show us a sign. Make us a miracle 
and we will believe.’’It all sounds so very 
human and so very natural at the foot of 
the cross. 


The awful truth breaks in upon one that 
man was not aware of what was transpir- 
ing upon the cross. That they who chal- 
lenged Jesus felt that they were the ones 
who had fought the good fight. That they 
were the ones who had kept the faith and 
had been careful and generous in their deal- 
ings with this Jesus. The truth never seems 
to have burst in upon them, that they were 
literally shouting in the face of God, “God, 
show us that thou art God.”’ 


The death of Jesus upon the cross is 
somewhat of a startling revelation of man’s 
failure to discern the workings of God in 
his own life. Always the death of Jesus is 
but the condemning evidence of man’s own 
blindness and his own wilfullness. 


Would you see how cruel, how crass and 
hard man can be to the idyllic spirit of one 
like Jesus? Watch the faces and the acts of 
the Roman soldiery at the foot of the cross! 


Would you see how hideous man can look 
when he is caught up by religious fanati- 
cism? Look at the faces of the leaders wh 
had brought Jesus to judgment. 


Would you see the results, the horrid re- 
sults of cynicism in the realm of the relig- 
ious? Would you watch the cruelty that can 
come from such cynicism? Then regard hoy 
this man, Jesus, he with the high ideals, 
and the great dreams, is treated by Pilate 
and by Herod? Herod, who with Truth, Life 
and Love before him, could only utter in 
ane words that have become his memorial; 
‘*Show us a miracle!”” 


Nowhere else are the brutal,stupid, cruel) 
elements of human nature better revealec 
than around the cross of Christ. Every ney 
glance ought to make men hate the more 
the qualities, in our common nature, that 
made the cross possible. 


The cross in many ways is one of the 
great difficulties that faces man. For 
cross means so much that even when y 
have said that and more, we yet fail to g 
to the very heart and soul of the meaning 
the cross. Thus one listens to the one m 
calling at the foot of the cross, ‘‘If thou 
the Messiah, if thou art the Saviour, ther 
step down from thy cross and we will be- 
lieve.”’ 


Of course, they would believe! Who woul 
not? It comes as a shock, when you consi 
er the full import of this cry. Man, in rea 
ity, is trying to dictate the policy of 
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3 much as if man were saying to God, 
You have gone this far and we are not 

e whether we will believe or not. If you 
st do this one thing more then our minds 
lll be set at rest and we will accept you 
r what you say you are.”’ 


What sort of faith is that? Faith, based 
. sheer magic and no more? That was not 
od’s way. Although it is true that, at times, 
an seems to draw closer to God when he 
ies to conceive of God as love and under- 
anding. 
‘This is a presumptious idea; that God 
mself has come to the point where he 
ads that he is about to pay the extreme 
jice upon the cross. Paying that price for 
se sin of humankind. In that hour with all 
’aven bending low to view the scene. God 
ving upon a cross for the very beings that 
>» had created, and dying that he might 
upress bis love upon them! There in the 
iidst of that scene walks to and fro-the mob. 
shouting, howling mob that insists that -- 
must do as they want! ‘‘Come down from 
yy cross and we will believe.”’ 


Is it presumptious to think such a thing? 
sot at all. It is quite typical of man that he 
sould feel that he was in a position to tell 
jod how to die. 
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It is very human, this scene at the foot 
of the cross. We do the same sort of thing 
today. We love to tell God how to run his 
universe. How to take care of the past, pres- 
end and future. The evidence of this is often 
found in our prayers. We like to point out 
the mistakes of God, forgetting, for the time, 
the many mistakes we have made. We like 
to think that man is infallable and that God 
is responsible for all the errors. 


‘‘Man, what is man that thou art mind- 
ful of him?’’... I wonder sometimes that 
God has been so patient and that we have_ 
come so far. Man, the impertinent sprig who 
likes to put himself just a bit above his ~ 
creator! Man who brings up the wealth from 
the earth and shouts, ‘‘How great is man.” 
Man who flies through space and who feels 
that all things are subject unto him. This 
is the sort of being who takes all things 
under his own consideration and who tramps 
up and down in front of the cross and shouts, 
“If thou be God then be God and come down 
and prove thy very godliness.”” 

Merton Rice in one of his sermons sums 
up man’s attitude toward God in this way. 
He describes a man coming into a great 
cathedral to worship. Man is struck with 
the silence of the vast place. He finds his 
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eyes traveling ever upward until he is lost 
in the vast shadows of the lofty building. 
Almost instinctively he kneels down and 
starts to pray. Just then a small boy comes 
down the aisle dragging an iron toy engine 
behind him. This distracts the would-be 
worshipper and he forgets what he was about 
to do. The thought of God is forgotten as 
he looks upon the handiwork of man. 


The cross should ever be our main dis- 
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Death Is Swallowed Up In Victory 
E. W. Bloomquist 
A lovely booklet with which to express your 
sympathy for those who stand in the shadow 
of loneliness and sorrow. Containing many 
quotations from contemporary writers and 
poets as well as from the Bible, this 24-page 
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traction. That is its greatest work among 
men. To distract them from their iron engines 
and other toys that seem so important and 
make them look at the cross as the reality 
in their life that it should become.The cross 
is‘a symbol of a mighty battle. The battle 
of good and evil. Christ on the cross is 
testimony to the fact that he would not, and 
could not compromise with evil. 


There comes a time when each man ought, 
by himself, sit down before the cross in his 
church. There, sitting in the silence and 
in the light of the cross let all its depth, 
its length, its height and its breadth seep 
into his mind until at last it fully controls 
him. Perhaps he will find stealing into his 
heart the words of that old hymn, “‘O, it 
was wonderful, very wonderful, O,it is wons 
derful that he should die for me.” i 


If Jesus had come down from that cross, 
to what end? Would we-have had the hope 
and promise we live by in these days? We 
know that would not have been the case. Ii 
he had turned back from the cross, Would He 
have been any different than any other man? 
On the cross, Jesus becomes more than mete 
man! This is the fact that we do not seem te 
have fully accepted. AS someone put it; aa 
way of Jesus led from the song-filled skies 
of Bethlehem to the dark,cloud-studded skie 
of Calvary.’? Calvary was not a blunde 
it was a necessity. Others he saved, h 
self he could not save. The truth lies her 
does it not? ‘ 


there. Forms are becoming indistinct. 
crowd has stopped its shouting and is som 
what frightened. They had not planned or 


is development. The words from the cross 
ive reached them, “‘It is finished!"* 


IThe story is told that when Abraham Lin- 
IIn died, that on the long sad way to the 
eace of burial, the following incident took 
ace. As the body passed a certain point, 

megro mother gathered up her child, held 
m aloft and said, ‘‘Take a long, long look 
any. He died for you!’? So may we, look- 
3 at the cross, take a long, long look. 
yy we remember that He died for us! 
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2XT: Psa, 121:8 ‘‘The Lord shall pre- 
serve thy going out and thy coming in 
from this time forth, and even for ever- 
more, 


THINK every boy and girl knows the 
name of Wilfred Pickles. Occasional- 
ly I listen to his rollicking program, 
lave a Go!’’ You know what happens. 
lfred visits different parts of the coun- 
., gathers a crowd in the Village Hall 
d brings different people to the micro- 
one to answer questions and have a 
easant little chat. Among the ques- 
ons he puts is this rather lovely one- 
there something that costs you noth- 
x but always gives you a lot of pleas- 
2--something simple like the smell 
new-mown hay or burning wood?’’ 
Now one day Wilfred was inviting them 
have “‘a go’’ at a village in Kent, 
were most of the men are miners who 
down into the depths of the earth at 
il of their lives to bring us coal to 
arm our homes, drive our trains and 
our industries. Before the micro- 
one was the wife of one of these 
ners, and when Wilfred asked about 
= simple thing that always gave her a 
w of pleasure for which she never 
d to pay, she replied, ““The sound of 
- husband’s footsteps on the path as 
comes home from the pit; for I know 

another safe return.” 

A miner’s footfall on a stone path 
d another safe return! We don’t know 
thrill of that because we don’t know 
2 dangers of a miner’s life and yet I 
ink even we, each time we return to 
t, should thank God for His care and 
‘pository Times 

London, England 


‘ey 1957 


| 


The 


1A 


International 
Lesson Annual 


= 


Edited by Charles M. Laymon 
Lesson analysis by Roy L. Smith 


This is the book that 
teachers have long hoped 
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and most reliable informa- 
tion they need to bring 
superior interpretation and 
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national Sunday School Les- 
sons to their classes. It con- 
tains these helpful features: 
TEXT: both King James 
and Revised Standard 
Versions 


EXPLANATION: by a dis- 
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protection through yet another day. One 
of our hymns starts -- 


“Father, in high heaven dwelling, 
May our evening song be telling 
Of Thy mercy large and free; 
Through the day Thy love has fed us, 
Through the day Thy care has led us, 
With divinest charity.” 


And it’s true! The Psalmist knew the 
truth of it when he said, ‘‘The Lord shall 
preserve thy going out and thy coming in 
from this time ae and even for Seca 


LIGHT IN DARK DAYS 


There’s reward in all sickness and SOITow; 
Though at first they are hard to bear: 
Hope points to a brighter tomorrow, 
‘The Garment of Praise’ soon to wear. 


In suffering our faith is tested, 
We are tempted complaining to use, 
But the Grace from on High manifested 
Contents us God’s dealings to choose. 


In Babylon the fire was heated 
By command a seven times more: 

But in vision the great King was greeted 
With God’s Son, making three to be four. 
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So while we may deem that our trial 
Is greater than other men bear; 

Let Faith know that surely the while 
Christ can make us His Presence to Shar 


So rejoice in the burden, though painful; 
And seek for God’s best in it all: 

Be assured the the trouble is gainful, 
Teaching souls on God’s mercy to call. 


--William Olney, London, England 
Expository Times 


ILLUSTRATIONS 


W. FRANKLIN HARKEY 


MAN NEED NOT DESPAIR 


Text: Mark 4:34 “But without a parabl 
spake he not unto them.”” 


Many travellers in Rome pause in the 
Protestant cemetery at the graveside o 
Percy Bysshe Shelley. Much of Shelley’: 
poetry is exquisitely beautiful, but he made 
ship-wreck of his own life. In dejection, by 
the Bay of Naples he wrote, 


‘*Alas! I have no hope nor health, 
Nor peace within nor calm around, 
Northat content, surpassing wealth, 
The sage of meditation found. 


Yet now despair itself is mild, 
Even as the winds and waters are; 
I could lie down like a tired child, 
And weep away the life of care 
Which I have borne, and yet must bear.”” — 


With all his brilliance the poet had ne 
found God. The promises of God are fo 
every disconsolate soul. “Cast thy burder 
upon the Lord and He shall sustain thee.” 


MODERN PRODIGALS 


Test: Luke 15:11-24 ) 
I. Man Turning Away from God. 11-14 
II. Seeking the Father’s Forgiveness, 15-2 
Ill. The Returning Sinner and the Forg 

ing Father. 22-24, c 


“*The Son of man is come to seek and t 
save that which was lost.”” 


MAN’S CONQUEST OF TIME 
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to whether or not man will eventually 
cquer time and space. How great is our 
1? How wide is our universe? The an- 
at poet and believer in God, wrote, “‘One 
is with the Lord as a thousand years, 
a thousand years as one day.”’’ And 
jin, this observation, ‘‘A thousand years 
y sight are but as yesterday when it 
»ast.”” The astronomers report that there 
stars so far apart from the earth that it 
s 150 million years for the light of that 
> to reach our earth. It is a wonderful 

when jet planes can circumnavigate 
globe. Though God who created the 
Id is great yet He hears the feeblest 
cof His children. A modern saint could 
that man is unsatisfied until he rests 


God. 


tGIVENESS 
: Luke 17:3-4. 


traveler in Burma, after fording a cer- 
1 river, found his body covered all over 
swarm of small leeches, busily suck - 
his blood. His first impulse was to tear 
itormenters from his flesh; but his serv- 
warned him that they must not be torn 
lest portions remain in the wounds and 
e poisoning; they must drop off spon- 
rously, and so would be harmless. The 
ve then prepared a bath for his master, - 
ing some herbs, and directed him to lie 

in the balsam. As soon as he had bathed 
2, the leeches dropped off. 
ach unforgiving injury rankling in the 
tt is like a leech sucking the life-blood. 
se human determination to have done with 
il not cast the evil thing away. We must 
ed our whole being in God’s pardoning 
y; and these venomous creatures will 


jantly Let go their hold! 


-Christian Endeavor Wor Id 


ary, 1957 


NEVER MAN SO SPAKE 


The world has had some great orators, 
Among the ancients there is Demosthenes, 
the Greek; there is Cicero, the Roman, and 
in modern times there have been great ora- 
tions delivered. But, truly no one ever spoke 
like Jesus. That has been the verdict of men 
through the centuries, We know something 
of Him. He grew up in Nazareth; He had bro- 
thers and sisters; they never had such a 
reader in the synagogue; and what He did 
and said has deidal descr! It has been 
said that all of His utterances in public 
and in private would not consume more than 
two hours. But, what He did say has changed 
the currents of history and still influences 
the minds of men. His message is a mes- 
sage of goodwill and love. 


CHRISTIAN LI VING 
COMPARED TO RACE 


Drawing on his experience as a top ath- 
lete in this city, the Rev. Samuel Austin 
likened ‘‘running the Christian race’’ to 
that of the cross-country race, during his 
first sermon as pastor of Pilgrim Baptist 
Church. 

The 2l-ygar-old Buffalo State Teachers 
junior declared: ‘‘When we run a cross- 
country race we take off our street clothes 
and change into a uniform. Likewise, Chris- 
tians must take off their “‘weight of sins’’ 
and run the race with patience! 

“‘We must have the patience of Job in 
times of adversity,’ he said. ‘‘We must be 
converted, born again, before we can even 
start to run the Christian race!”’ 

Unlike the cross-country race, where on- 
ly the first runners get a prize, everyone 
who runs the Christian race receives the 
prize of salvation, said the speaker. 


Page 21 


THE 


The mode 


By Edward T. Horn, UL 
rn Christian seek- 
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CLARENCE EDWARD MACARTNEY 


From Beaver Falls, Pennsylvania, comes 
the Associated Press report, Febr. 20,1957, 
that ‘“The Rev. Clarence E. Macartney, 77, 
prominent Pittsburgh clergyman and former 
moderator of the General Assembly of the 
Presbyterian Church, U. S. A., died in his 
home Tuesday night, following a long ill- 
ness. 

Dr. Macartney was pastor of First Pres- 
byterian Church, Pittsburg, for 26-years, 
and retired in 1954. Ministers throughout 
the English-speaking world will cherish the 
limitless contribution made to the aims and 
purposes of PREACHING the WORD, by this 
man of God! His books will inspire others for 


generations to come, 


LITTLE VISITS WITH GOD 


A. book of Devotions for families with 
young children, designed to interest the 
children with the parent, and to relate this 
interest to a discussion of Christian living. 

Little Visits With God will be available 
early 1957 at your Religious Book Store, 
or from Concordia Pub. House, and will con- 
tain many exquisite line drawings by F'ran- 
ces Hook. Martin P. Simon, editor of the 
Christian Parent Magazine, has long been 
known for his ability to draw apt illustra- 
tions from everyday life; and Allan Hart 
Jahsmann is a specialist in Sunday School 
materials for small children, and is the au- 
thor of "Teaching Little Amalee Jane.”’ 

“Little Visits With God’’, $3.00, will 
aid in the child-parent understanding of 
God’s love in our daily lives. 
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THE INVINCIBLE CHRIST 
Massey Mott Heltzel, Abingdon, 142-p.$2 


1 
The 13-chapters of this inspirational an¢ 
timeless message, emphasizing ‘“The Ete: 
nal Significance of Jesus’, will bring new 
meaning to both preacher and listener, T 
garding the place of JESUS in the life of 
each individual Christian. 
A study of these chapters will show us be 
yond doubt that Christ is the answer to eW 
ery human question, to every spiritual road 
block. Here we see a Christ who cannot 
defeated. 
THE WHOLE GOSPEL for THE WHOLE 
WORLD, Alan Walker, Abingdon, 128-p. $2.06 


Evangelistic passion, scholarship, and 
practical knowledge based on actual eX: 
perience in 20-years of preaching “The -— 
Whole Gospel”’ to a uhole world, The au 
thor believes that preaching must meet the 
growing wistfulness of masses of peopl 
for the Word of God, and that preachers ani 
evangelists must preach the undistorted,4 
whole gospel! 

Here is a book that tells us HOW! 


| 


DON’T KID YOURSELF! Spiritual Truths — 
from Slang Expressions Abingdon, Roy L. 
Smith, 126-p. $2.00 


Roy L. Smith is known throughout the lang 
as preacher, writer, and editor; his popula 
syndicated columns, ‘‘Sidewalk Sermon 3”) 
and ‘‘Weekly Sunday School Lesson’’ 
pear in newspapers throughout America, 

The 10-chapters of this volume-- 

who do you think you are? 
what’s going on here? 
make mine the same 
how are you doing? 
_ where’s the fire? 
where do you think you’re going? 
so. what? 
do you think you own the earth? 
don’t kid yourself! 
what’s the big idea? ; 
are of intrinsic value, because they hij 
eer spiritual truths in the language of t 
av. 


THE MESSAGE of the FOURTH GOSPEL 
A New Commentary on the Gospel of J ohr 
Eric L. Titus, Abingdon, 253-p. $3.50 


_This Commentary on the Gospel of Jo 
differs from other commentaries becau: 
of its fundamental approach: 

The AUTHOR assumes that the 4th Gx 
pel is an interpretation of Jesus--at no po 
is there a tendency to reconstruct the entil 


historical career of Jesus. 
The Exposi 


he writer of this Gospel is assumed to 


popular religionist, not a philosopher,” 
iim the temporal is the veil of the eternal, 
uhe writer of the commentary assumes that 
depended mainly on the Synoptic Gos- 
and the writings of Paul--but not on spe- 
: Hellenistic writers. It is recognized, 


ithe Gospel was written against a gener- || § 
eellenistic background and makes use of | 


‘rich symbolism of Hellenistic religion. 
lis Commentary deals with the material 
ce Gospel section-by-section-rather than 
2-by-verse, thus bringing into compre- 

consideration the more salient ideas 


- CLARE'S 


2ssentially mystical and contemplative, | 


| 


H 
| 


gachieving the total concept of the evan- |} 


bt’s thought. 
we book is divided into 2-parts, Part 1 
msses the literary method of the writer, 


Logos doctrine, and the Fourth Gos- | 
3s concept of the Spirit. The second part || 


ee section-by-section commentary. 

awe author, Eric Lane Titus, is Prof. of 
literature, Southern California School 
meology, Los Angeles, 


HW IN CONFLICT, with Science, Evil, Cul- 
th, by Carlyle Marney, Abingdon. 158-p. 


wou ask questions, and find yourself at odds 
the acceptance of great issues of life, and 
wourself wondering about it all---this is the 
|] stimulation, and the spiritual reinforce- 
to set you right. The author, pastor of First 
4 Church, Austin, Texas, gives his forth 
« answers to the agnostic about the mythical 
eds of doubt and dismay that have clouded 
mental horizons during the last half century, 
walls to his aid great philosophers, theolo- 
y, poets, and novelists, in defending the 
as the only answer that can bring order 
the skeptic’s world of chaos, 
iith in Conflict is a literary and intellec- 
eadventure into the conflict of 2000-years. 


!SEVEN WORDS FROM THE CROSS 
a G. Turnbull, Baker, 53-p. $1.50 


ine Words from the Cross reveal the vic- 

1of the Saviour, our Lord, and man’s 

=s opposed to God’s love. 

‘you are seeking a fresh approach to 

‘timeless message for all men, study 

> presented by Scottish born pastor of 
Presbyterian Church, Seattle, Wash.- 
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Lord’s Case Went To a Higher Court! 
In court in Dorchester, Eng., Febr.11, 
for allowing 11 sheep to stray onto the 


highway, 45-year-old Thomas 
told the judge: 

“In all humility the Lord Almighty made 
the heaven and earth; and even He had 
sheep that strayed.”’ 

The court fined him one pound.(Reuters) 


Horsington 
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SIX MIGHTY MEN 
W.J. Smart, Macmillan, 151-p. $2.00 


Six brief biographies of men whose lives 
testify to the truth and power of the faith 
they followed; men with a deep and pas- 
sionate concern for others: George Muller, 
D. L. Moody, Hudson Taylor, Samuel Chad- 
wick, Hugh Redwood, and Billy Graham. 

In days when personal and evangelical 
faith and its practice are arresting the at- 
tention of multitudes, there is value in look- 
ing carefully at the secret of power in six 
outstanding evangelical leaders of the past 
hundred years. 


THE MYSTICISM of PAUL the APOSTLE 
Albert Schweitzer,Macmillan. 411-p. $5.00 


All the world knows Albert Schweitzer. 
As one ponders the pages of this book, in- 
evitably there will come to him the thought 
of the Mysticism of Albert Schweitzer as 
well as the Mysticism of St. Paul. The au- 
thor has long studied the subject of this 
book, and he himself states that what was 
originally a chapter grew into a book. This 
is a volume that cannot be read hurriedly, 
but. must be undertaken slowly and with 
concentration. The book was translated 
into English by William Montgomery and a 
prefatory note is written by F.C. Burkitt, 
Professor of Divinity in the University of 
Cambridge. There are fourteen chapters 
in the book,and each one discusses a phase 
the general subject. An index of references 


Cambridge. There are fourteen chapters in 
the book, and each one discusses a phase 
of the general subject. An index of referen- 
ces is given at the end of the book which 
will enable the student to refer to the Scrip- 
tures. -eW. Franklin Harkey 


EVERYDAY LIFE In OLD TESTIMENT 
TIMES. E.W. Heaton, Scribner. 240-p. $3.95 


This is a unique volume which will be 
of great help to the pastor, teacher, or-- 
general reader of the Old Testament, It is 
illustrated with 126-drawings by Marjorie 
Quennell. Practically every phase of the 
“Everyday life’? of the people of the Old 
Testament is described, from the time of 
Moses to the Captivity; the houses they 
lived in, what they are, their mode of dress, 
their marriage ceremonies,etc. The author, 
who is canon of Salisbury Cathedral is an 
authority on Palestinian life. Such a book 
as this should not only be in the hands of 
Bible school teachers, it should be in church 
libraries for ready reference. 

--W. Franklin Harkey 
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THIS WORLD and THE CHURCH 
Howard Hong, Augsburg. 143-p. $2.50 


The sub-title of this volume is “Studies 
in Secularism.’’ The book contains the sub- 
stance of a series of lectures which Dr, 
Hong delivered at Luther Theological Sem- 
inary, St. Paul, Minnesota. The author says 
that after two world wars the Christian 
Church all over the world faces new prob- 
lems and new conditions, Secularism is the 
great enemy that challenges the church on 
all fronts. The author suggests some of the 
things the church must do in facing the 
enemy of secularism, viz., Recognize the 
depth of the problem, Reclamation of men’s 
thinking, Recovery of the Christian con- 
cept of vocation, and Rediscovery of the 
reality of the Christian community. 

-W. Franklin Harkey 


THE JEWS FROM CYRUS To HEROD. 
Norman H. Snaith, Abingdon. 208-p. $2.50 


The author is well qualified to write con- 
cerning the religious and political develop- 
ment of the Jewish people. Dr. Snaith has 
written more than 20-books dealing with the 
O.T. and he is a contributor to the Inter- 
perter’s Bible (Vol. III). In the present book, 
the first part deals with the historical de- 
velopment of the Jews from Cyrus to Herod. 
The second part takes up the religious de- 
velopment during the same period. While 
the book was written to serve as a text- 
book in schools and colleges, yet the aver- 
age student of the Bible will find here in- 
teresting material and his knowledge of the 
Bible will likewise be enlarged. A list- 
ing of kings and an index will be foundto 
be helpful. --W. Franklin Harkey 


INTRODUCTION to NEW TESTAMENT 
STUDY. Donald T. Rowlingson, Macmil- 
land. 243-p. $3.95 


The author of this volume is Professor) 
of N.T. Literature at Boston University | 
School of Theology. He writes for both mim 
isterial and lay-readers and students. The 
volume is divided into eleven parts, from 
the subject, ‘‘Approaching the New Testa-_ 
ment’’ to the last part, “‘The Birth of the 
New Testament,”” and each part is packed 
with great teaching. In the Epilogue, p 
author says, ‘‘The fundamental challe 
of the New Testament is not to an intel- 
lectual quest, but to oommitment of a life. 
That was the appeal of every document w 
in it when it first appeared, whether it w 
a letter of Paul, a Gospel, or any of t 
other writings.”’ Those who feel they k 
the N. T. fairly well can still find fresh 
nourishment here. --W. Franklin Harkey x 
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**People want a conviction in God that 
jill withstand persecution, war, and ostra- 
ism,” the Very Rev. Philip F. McNairy, 
ean of St. Paul’s Cathedral, said recent- 
y at a joint worship service of the Buffalo, 


.. Ye, YMCA and YWCA staff members. 


He spoke in the YWCA Chapel at a ser- 
ice held in observance of the 89th annual 


Vorld YMCA-YWCA Week of Prayer. 


The speaker urged the “‘Y” staff work- 
rs to make worship relevant to the exper- 
snce of the day; too many young people 
re toying with religion. ‘“They participate 
1 crafts and sports, but are reluctant to 
ive time for the more serious things,”’said 
ean McNairy. 
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THE QUMRAN COMMUNITY: Its History 
and Scrolls. Charles T. Fritsch. Macmillan. 


147-p. $3.25 


We have had a tremendous amount of wri- 
ting on ‘‘Dead Sea Scrolls,’’ more than four- 
hundred manuscripts since 19ru. The author 
of the present volume is Asso. Prof. of Old 
Testament at Princeton Theological Sem- 
inary. In order to make a close up study, Dr. 
Fritsch made a visit to the ruins by the 
Dead Sea. The present volume is an out- 
come of that first-hand study. After de- 
scribing the excavations at Khirbet Qum- 
ran, the author goes on to give the history 
of the community and the N.T. The reader 
will find it hard to lay this book down un- 


til he has read the entire story. 
--W, Franklin Harkey 
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By Edmund A. Steimle 


Inspirational and devotional 
reading in the form of 17 ser- 
mons. by one of America’s 
leading radio preachers. They 
reflect the sincerity of faith and 
warmth of personality that have 
skyrocketed Dr. Steimle into 
national prominence on ‘‘The 
Protestant Hour’ and other 

leading radio and TV re- 

ligious programs. $2.25 
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